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Love your dog, but not to the detriment of its psychological health!

The amount of love and affection pandered to so many dogs by their owners would never be
pushed onto another human being, not even to their own partner or children.

Most behavioral issues, including aggression, are not caused by abuse or cruelty, it is the
overabundance of love and affection, by the dog’s owner. This then inhibits the owners’ desire
to set rules and boundaries, because OMG, they do not want to hurt their dogs’ feelings. Which
really means, they do not want to hurt their own feelings.

One of the most difficult concepts for many clients to accept is when | inform them, they love
their dog way too much. It is neither psychologically healthy for the dog, nor for their relationship
with their dog. For many, you would think | was asking them to divorce their dog when | suggest
they need to cut right back on the affection. That is, until | point out the obvious that they had
blinded them self too, or never understood or were unaware of. Even so, there are still those
that cannot nor will ever change their relationship with their dog no matter how much you try to
point out all the warning signs and triggers and show how unhealthy their current relationship is
for their dog psychologically. From their perspective the loss of all the affection they have
addicted themselves to would be too great a loss to bear.

Most clients | see with overly anxious dogs, or dogs suffering fear-based aggression issues,
etc., in the majority of cases, developed due to not setting rules and boundaries for their dog,
but instead pandering to all of their dog’s needs, because for the most part, all they really want
is a dog they can smother with affection. It is difficult for many owners to come to terms with this
understanding. But when they do, magic can happen when they realize they really are not losing
anything from their dog but gaining so much more. Less can be so much more.

Without trying to sound too mean, way too many dog owners believe the Disney reality of dog
and human relationships, and this mentality is psychologically damaging so many dogs, and the
owner and dog relationship.

Will it ever change? Have we gone too far down this path for it to ever change? Yes, | fear so.
However, that does not mean there are not those out there willing to change when they choose
to educate them self and stop listening to all the emotive rubbish they are allowing to get into
their heads.

We must keep educating, no matter how much resistance we get from those that believe, love
and affection is all a dog really needs.

- Dog trainer & behavioral specialist — Mark Singer



